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Nigeria we hail thee,
Our own dear native land,
Though tribe and tongue may differ,
In brotherhood we stand,
Nigerians all, and proud to serve
Our sovereign Motherland.

Our flag shall be a symbol
That truth and justice reign,
In peace or battle honour’d,
And this we count as gain,
To hand on to our children
A banner without stain.

O God of all creation,
Grant this our one request,
Help us to build a nation
Where no man is oppressed,
And so with peace and plenty
Nigeria may be blessed.

NATIONAL ANTHEM

NATIONAL PLEDGE
I pledge to Nigeria my Country
To be faithful, loyal and honest
To serve Nigeria with all my strength
To defend her unity
And uphold her honour and glory
So help me God.
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SEN KASHIM SHETTIMA, GCON

VICE PRESIDENT, 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA. 

HIS EXCELLENCY

BOLA AHMED TINUBU, GCFR

PRESIDENT, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA. 
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DR. ISHIAQ KHALID
Ag. DIRECTOR-GENERAL, 
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Akintoye 
Olagbaju, Ph.D
Chief Research 
Scientist 
(Postharvest 
Entomologist) 
Nigerian Stored 
Products Research 
Institute (NSPRI)

Chinedu 
Agbara,
Sahel 
Consulting.
Role: Facilitator

David Onu

MD INTERA 
Network
Role: Panelist, 

Dr Arnab 
Gupta

WCDI 
Netherlands.

Dr Damian 
Ndubuisi Njoku
Director, 
Cassava Research 
Development, 
NRCRI Umudike
Role: Panelist, 

Dr Lucky 
Omoigui, 
International 
Institute of Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA)
Role: Panelist, 
Perspective 
on Variety 
Deployment

Dr Oyawale 
Ibitoye

MD Premier 
Seeds Limited
Role: Panelist

Dr Samaila 
Aliyu 
Head of Value 
Chain 
Development 
at FMN Plc.
Role: Panelist

Afolabi Samson 
O. (PhD.)
Research and 
Production Manager, 
Premier Seed 
Nigeria Limited
Role: Panelist, 

Dr Sunday 
Aladele
National Centre 
for Genetic 
Resources and 
Biotechnology 
(NACGRAB)
Role: Panelist

Dr William 
Malafwal
Program Manager, 
Oxfam
Role: Panelist, 
perspective on 
humanitarian and 
food security

Inge Tenniglo
Agricultural 
Counsellor for 
Nigeria and 
Ghana.
Role: Panelist, 
Perspective on 
Donor Alignment

Hon. Patrick 
Nwabueze 
Ubru 
Commissioner 
for Agriculture 
and Agro 
Industrialization, 
Enugu State

Mr Daniel 
Aghan
Communication 
Officer AFSTA 
Nairobi Kenya
Role: Panelist

Peter 
Gildemacher
Agricultural 
systems and 
seed sector 
specialist
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Prof Lateef 
Oladimeji 
Sanni
Executive 
Director, 
NSPRIPM

Prof Morufat 
Balogun

IITA- PROSSIVA 
Project
Role: Panelist, 

Prof Mrs N. I. 
Odiaka
Director Seed 
Technology Centre 
Joseph Sarwuan 
Tarka University 
Makurdi 
Role: Panelist, 

Walter De 
Boef
Wageningen 
University and 
Research (WUR). 
Role: Session 
Facilitator

Temidayo 
Owoeye
SEEDCO

Dr Osho 
Langunju 
Bankole
National 
Agricultural Seed 
Council (NASC)
Role: Panelist, 
Perspective on 
Quality Assurance

Dr Godwin 
Atser
Country Director 
SAA Nigeria - 
Keynote Speaker 
2 and panelist

Timothy 
Azakere
(Foundation for 
Sustainable 
Smallholder 
Solutions)
Role: Panelist

Mr. Geoffrey 
Nsofon
TAAT Private 
Sector Specialist

Frank 
Ugbodaga
Founder, 3G -
(Grantt Group
Global) 
Entrepreneurship
Support and
Investment 
platform

Dr Folarin
Okelola
Acting Registrar 
PVP Office 
Nigeria and
Convener of
SeedConnect

Cecilia
Mwangi
Senior Program
Coordinator

Malam Dahiru 
Rabiu
Director DG’s 
Office National
Agricultural
Seeds Council

Prof Yusuf 
Ahmad Sani
Executive
Director
NAERLS

Dr Anthony
Job
Head, 
Agronomy 
and Seed 
Development.
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Dr Philip
Olusegun Ojo
Former Director-
General, National
Agricultural Seeds
Council

Prof Adesola 
Ajay
Professor of Seed 
Science and Vice 
Chancellor First 
Technical 
University Ibadan 
Oyo State

Prof. Bello 
Abubakar Zaki, 
Agricultural 
Research 
Council of 
Nigeria (ARCN)

Dr. Ibrahim 
Mohammed 
Arab 
National Program 
Coordinator (NPC) 
ATASP-1

Mr. Ebiarede 
Zidafamor
Director NASC

Adedayo 
Adetumbi
IART Moor 
Plantation 
Ibadan
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< Mr Geofrey Nsofon TAAT Private Sector Specialist / ACLBC 

< Mr Temidayo Owoeye MD SEEDCO Nigeria 

12:45 PM - 1:45 PM  

PLENARY SESSION 2 – LEVERAGING TECHNOLOGY FOR SEED DISTRIBUTION AND 

ACCESS 

< Discussions on the role of technology in improving seed distribuion, addressing 

access challenges, and reducing seed costs for farmers. 

< Focus of the session: 

< Digital Tools for Seed Industry Transformaion  

< Partnerships in the Seed Industry – Collaboraions for Growth  

< Financing Seed Innovaion – Access to Funding and Investment Opportuniies  

< Panelists: The session to be facilitated by Prof. Sola Ajayi will comprise the 

following: 

< Cecilia Mwangi – Resourced Global 

< Mr David Onu - INTERA 

< Dr Oyewale Ibitoye MD Premier Seeds Limited 

< Dr Samaila Aliyu  – Head Value Chain Development FMN PLC  
 

1:45 PM - 2:15 PM 

LAUNCHING THE NIGERIA SEED PORTAL AND THE NATIONAL SEED ROADMAP 

DASHBOARD AND PRESENTING THE GAZETTED PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION 

REGULATION FOR PUBLIC AWARENESS – CSP/NACGRAB/PVP TEAM. 

 

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

PLENARY SESSION 3 – FARMER COMMUNITY-MANAGED SEED SYSTEM  

< Focus of the session: This will be an interacive session for industry stakeholders 

on the topic of a community-based seed system to ensure access to quality 

seeds for all. 

< Panelists: Session to be chaired by Walter De Boef and will comprise of the 

following: 

< Dr Sunday Aladele, Naional Centre for Geneic Resources and Biotechnology 

(NACGRAB) 

< Inge Tenniglo, Agricultural Counsellor for Nigeria and Ghana.  

< Malam Idris Dantsoho, Naional Agricultural Seed Council (NASC) 

3:15 PM - 3:30 PM 

SEEDCONNECT DRAMA SERIES 

- The drama will focus on the Nigeria Variety release and Plant Variety Protecion 

Portal established to simplify the variety release and protecion process to usher 

in promising varieies of crops for increased producivity and proitability for 

farmers and seed industry businesses. 

 

2:15 PM – 3:15 PM  LUNCH AND NETWORKING 

< Dr Lucky Omoigui, Internaional Insitute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA)  

4:30 PM - 5:00 PM 

RECOGNITION OF SPONSORS /PRESENTATION BY PLATINUM AND GOLD SPONSORS 

< Presentaion by the lead sponsors.  

< The lead sponsors showcase their company 

< Presenters: Representaives of the lead sponsors  

DAY ONE - TUESDAY 26, NOVEMBER 2024

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

Event facilitators/anchors: Dr. Folarin Okelola, NASC 
and Daniel Aghan (AFSTA,Nairobi Kenya)

OPENING DAY

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

REGISTRATION AND NETWORKING 

< Atendees check-in and receive their conference materials and network. 

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

OPENING CEREMONY 

< Welcome Address: by the Chief Convener of the Conference. 

< Goodwill Messages: Government representaives, major sponsors,  

organizaions/partners.  

< Special Remarks by Guests of Honour: H.E Ambassador of Netherlands and 

other Ambassadors/Chairs of Na�onal Assembly Commitees on Agriculture and 

other Chairs of Commitees/ Permanent Secretary FMAFS  

< Keynote Speaker 2: Dr Godwin Atser, Country Director SAA - Leveraging Seed 

Technology to Scale Up Africa's Agricultural Producivity  

< Keynote Speaker 1: The Honourable Minister of State Agriculture and Food 

Security- Senator Dr Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi (CON) - Leveraging Seed Technology to 

Scale Up Africa's Agricultural Producivity  

< Special Address and Event Opening: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture and 

Food Security- H.E Disinguished Senator Abubakar Kyari (CON)  

11:00 AM - 11:45 AM 

TEA/COFFEE BREAK & EXHIBITION TOUR 

< Atendees explore exhibiion booths showcasing the seed industry's latest 

products, technologies, and services. 
 

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM 

Plenary Session 1 – The Future of Seed Technology in Africa 

< Panel discussion with industry experts on the latest advancements in seed 

technology and their potenial to drive producivity.  

< Topics: Innovaions in seed geneics, resilience to climate change, and the role of 

digital technology in seed research, development, and storage. 

< Focus will be on: 

< Seed Breeding & Biotechnology – Innovaions and Challenges  

< Policy and Regulaion – Strengthening Seed Systems for Agricultural Growth. 

< Climate-Resilient Seed Research and Development – Tackling Climate Change 

through Seed Innovaion.  

< Seed Storage - Improving the shelf life of seeds through innovaive storage 

techniques. 

< Panelists: The session to be facilitated by Prof. Mrs N. I. Odiaka and 

will comprise of the following: 

< Breeder- Dr. Rufus Olaogbaju of NSPRI 

< Dr Rufus Idris AGRA Country Director 
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1:00 PM - 2:00 PM LUNCH AND NETWORKING

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

CONNECTING THE DOTS- SEEDCONNECT SERIES PROGRESS AND UPDATE 

< Focus of the session: This is an interacive session for industry stakeholders to 

explore the acion points from previous ediions of the SEEDCONNECT AFRICA 

CONFERENCE. 

< Presentaion to be made by the convener of SEEDCONNECT – Dr Folarin 

Okelola. 

< Dr. Olusegun Ojo, former DG NASC, will facilitate the session, which will feature 

tesimonials on the impact of SEEDCONNECT by selected speakers from various 

organizaions (AGRA, TASAI, CORAF, AFSTA, SEEDAN, etc).  

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

PLENARY DISCUSSIONS – COLLABORATIVE SOLUTIONS TO AFRICA’S SEED SECTOR 

CHALLENGES 

< General group discussions, in which paricipants share insights, challenges, and 

ideas for collaboraive soluions to boost the African seed industry.  

< Ms. Yewande Kazeem of Wandieville Media will facilitate the session.  
 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

CLOSING PLENARY DISCUSSION – BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE SEED INDUSTRY IN AFRICA 

< The inal general discussion, featuring all paricipants , will discuss long-term 

strategies to strengthen the industry. 

< The session will be facilitated by Dr. Yacouba Diallo (AFSTA Secretary General), 

who will be represented by Mr. Daniel Aghan, the AFSTA Communicaion 

Specialist,  

< Other panelists include- TBD. 

 

4:30 PM - 5:00 PM 

CLOSING CEREMONY AND PULLING OUT PARADE 

< Summary of Key Takeaways: by the Lead Rapporteur. 

< Pulling out Parade for reired Directors/ Seed Industry Giants.  

< Vote of Thanks: Director NASC 

< Event Closing: by the Permanent Secretary FMAFS. 

< Announcement of Next Year’s Theme and Locaion  
 

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

FAREWELL NETWORKING SESSION 

< A inal chance for atendees to network, exchange contact informaion, and 

discuss potenial post -conference collaboraions.  

 

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

GALA NIGHT SPONSORED BY GOLD SPONSOR OR ANY OTHER ORGANIZATION 

< A relaxed evening with refreshments, allowing atendees  to meet and discuss 

potenial collaboraions and partnerships.  

DAY TWO - WEDNESDAY 27, NOVEMBER 2024

DEEP DIVE SESSIONS AND CLOSING

8:30 AM - 9:00 AM  NETWORKING 
  

9:00 AM - 10:00 PM 

PLENARY SESSION 4 – INSTITUTIONAL MARKET SESSION  

< Focus of the session: An interacive session for industry stakeholders on building 

a robust insituional market system.  

< Panelists: The session to be facilitated by Chinedu Agbara will comprise the 

following: 

< Dr William Malafwal, Program Manager, Oxfam 

< Dr Samson Afolabi, Research and Producion Manager, Premier Seed Nig Ltd   

< Dr Ebiarede Zidafamor, Director of Seed Coordinaion, Naional Agricultural Seed 

Council 

< Prof. Bello Abubakar Zaki, Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria (ARCN) 
 

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

PLENARY SESSION 5 – BEST PRACTICES IN SEED QUALITY ASSURANCE AND 

PRODUCTION FOR VEGETATIVELY PROPAGATED CROPS AND UNDERUTILIZED CROPS 

An interacive session for industry stakeholders on ensuring quality assurance and 

producion of superior varieies of VPC and underuilized crops in Africa.  

< The session will be preceded by a presentaion  by Peter Gildemacher (Managing 

Director SEPIA Netherlands), which will provide an overview of the challenges 

and opportuniies of the seed potato sector in Nigeria.  

< Panelists: The session to be chaired by Prof Lateef Sanni ED NSPRI will 

comprise the following: 

< Dr. Ibrahim Mohammed Arab Naional Program Coordinator (NPC) ATASP-1 

< Prof Morufat Balogun - PROSSIVA 

< Dr Godwin Atser – Country Director SASAKAWA/BASICS II 

< Dr Damian Njoku NRCRI Umudike  

11:00 AM -
 

12:00 AM
 

TEA/COFFEE BREAK & EXHIBITION TOUR
 

12:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

PLENARY SESSION 6 – THE ROLE OF ELECTRONIC /DIGITAL EXTENSION SERVICES TO 

ENHANCE ADOPTION OF CERTIFIED SEEDS BY FARMERS 

An interacive session focusing on how electronic/ digital extension services can enhance 

farmers' adopion of ceriied seeds to enable increased yield and proitability.  

< Panelists: The session to be chaired by Frank Ugbodaga will comprise the 

following: 

< Hadiza Yaro - Country Manager East West Seeds 

< Prof Yusuf Ahmad Sani ED NAERLS 

< Dr Anthony Job – Head Agronomy and Seed Development FMN PLC 

< Mr. Timothy Azakere– Team Lead Foundaion for Sustainable Smallholder 
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FLOOR PLAN

EXHIBITION BOOTH (3X2m)
FOR SEEDCONNECT 2024

Conference and Exhibition
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